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Alex Antel, FARR AiR 2020
“I loved doing the FARR residency! As someone who is relatively new to the professional
arts scene, it was a great way to do my first residency. I probably wouldn't have felt
comfortable doing my first residency in-person, starting online was a nice middle ground. I
also work a full-time office job so I don't always have the flexibility to travel and be
available during the day. The online format made the program very accessible, especially
to those who live far away from St. John's.

The FARR program gave me the confidence to pursue other residencies and I’ll be doing
one at Union House Arts in October.”

Alex Antle is a Mi’kmaw beadwork artist from Qapskuk, Ktaqmkuk (Grand Falls,
Newfoundland). She has been practicing since 2017 and has always drawn

inspiration from the land and water of her home. Alex’s work is also influenced by the relationship between
traditional and modern culture in Ktaqmkuk; she uses traditional beading techniques and modern designs to
create contemporary Indigenous art.

Shawn O’Hagan, FARR AiR 2020
“You guys were open and flexible and helpful and always available. I felt you had my
back as far as the technology was concerned. You gave me the freedom to be
creative in how my work developed. So, keep doing what you’re doing.”

Shawn O’Hagan was born in Toronto and moved to Newfoundland in 1975.

She lives and works on the west coast of the island, dividing her time between
her house in Corner Brook and her cabin in the Bay of Islands. She has a BFA
from the University of Guelph, a B.Ed in Art from the University of Toronto
and a MFA  from the University of Waterloo.  She has worked with many
processes and materials and for the past 15 years has concentrated mostly on
textiles. She has exhibited her work in solo and group shows, mostly in the

Maritimes, and her work can be found in many collections including the Canada Council Art Bank.

Karen Ann Pink, FARR AiR 2020

“Choosing a mixture of artists at various stages in their careers, and who are based in very
different parts of the province made it made me feel that, even though I am virtually
unknown in the art community and very new to the residency and exhibition circuit, Eastern
Edge cares about all of its member artists. I would love to see more outreach activity like that
with lesser known artists who are based outside the Avalon, and the FARR Program seems
like a great way to do that.

It was great to see the whole core team attend the virtual events. You all are passionate
about your work and the artists you work with and represent, and it shows in a big way. To



be able to chat back and forth with you all throughout the residency kept me feeling connected and engaged, as well as
supported.”

Karen Ann Pink is a multidisciplinary artist and parent of two. They work primarily with watercolour and
textile/fibre art, recently working to combine traditional art, audio recordings, and programming to create digital
interactive installations. As of September 2020, Karen will continue their studies in the BFA program in Visual
Arts at Memorial University, Grenfell Campus. They currently live in the scenic Codroy Valley with their partner
and youngest child.

Tangiene Martin-Ohara, FARR AiR 2020

“I thought everyone at the centre was encouraging and supportive TO THE MAX.  I was in
good hands and all of my questions were answered with precision timing and expertise.

I had a lot of freedom and movement to breathe and make art as I saw fit.  The team also
reassured me that I could even make funny art that had nothing to do with my project
and I liked that flexibility and it gave energy to my drawing project.  I had the best time
doing the Instagram stories and I posted a hundred of them.”

Tangiene Martin-Ohara is an artist and illustrator whose practice focuses on
portrait and abstract drawing. These two trajectories are linked by intuitive
gestures and a play of vibrant colour. Using her friends’ photographs and social
media posts as source material for her drawings, Martin-O’Hara seeks to express a

deeper connection with and consideration for her subject matter that counters the ubiquity and disposability of
the original snapshot. Given that the original photographs are freely shared with her or online, the portraits
celebrate the agency with which people in her life present themselves, as well as the image of themselves that
they are comfortable with.

Kate Lahey, Writer in Residence 2020
I am one of several artists in residence at Eastern Edge this winter.
During January and February 2020, this residency has provided space,
resources and community support unparalleled in the province. I have
participated in other residences such as the English Harbour Artist in
Residence program in 2018, and have also been on the Union House
Arts and Girls Rock NL board. As both an artist and a community arts
organizer, I cannot speak highly enough of the incredibly unique and
important contributions of this residence program to a lively and
healthy arts and culture community in our province. Not only does this
program provide resources such as a beautiful harbour front space in a
historic downtown building, knowledgeable and encouraging staff, an
incredible library filled with local books, a gallery space and
opportunities for talks, workshops and community engagement, this
program also allows artists independence and self-direction
unmotivated by outcome driven expectations. This creative and critical

freedom allows artists to engage with their work, their methodologies, and their projects with an immense
amount of impassioned critical engagement, with ample room for lived experience, collective knowledge and
cultural involvement. Ultimately, the unique resources, freedoms and connections provided by this residence



program enable marginalized voices to step to the forefront. Eastern Edge has always supported LGBTQ2SIA+
communities as Newfoundland’s only artist run centre, exhibiting emerging artists and political works otherwise
silenced by large scale institutions. Through this residence program Eastern Edge is empowered and is
empowering artists to develop work that is politically, socially and culturally essential to our province. Indeed,
work that is engaging with the political landscape of our province, our diverse cultural traditions, our legacies and
archives of visual culture, and the meaning of social collectives itself, this program is fundamental to a healthy and
thriving province that is open to cultural preservation, critical dialogue, democratic exercise, and an arts sector
that is appealing and sustainable to artists working in Newfoundland and across the world."

Kate Lahey is a PhD student at the Women and Gender Studies Institute, University of Toronto researching
intergenerational trauma, material culture and land based practice in Newfoundland. Kate is frontwoman of the
band Weary, an arts writer, and a board member of Girls Rock NL. Kate is a Newfoundlander.

Amery Sandford & David Carriere- Artists in residence 2020

We write to you today to express our enthusiasm in participating in the Studio
Residency program with Eastern Edge Gallery. We were invited by the gallery to
fulfill a one month residency that allowed us the time and funding to work on a
collaborative animation project. This project consisted of ten 3D animations
created by Amery with music scored by David. It was a brand new venture for both
of us, and as a visual artist and musician, the support from Eastern Edge through
this residency was integral to carrying out this work. Coming from Montreal, the
gallery made a point to hold events that allowed for us to become acquainted with
the vibrant arts community in St. John’s through the programming of Meet and
Greet events and through pairing us with other artists in residence whose
thematic interests paralleled our own. We would be thrilled to see this residency
program continue as it is an incredible resource for local, national, and
international artists that allows for experimentation, reflection, and connection to
a unique and special place.

Realizing parallel issues that arise in tourist spaces across Canada, Amery Sandford’s work focuses on regional
identity and public understanding of Canadian history. She recently completed an MFA in Studio Arts from
Concordia University and continues to make prints, illustrations, and textiles in Montreal, Quebec.

David Carriere is a musician based in Montreal, Quebec. He is a guitarist, songwriter, and producer for TOPS, a
Montreal born pop group that gained international attention after their debut release Tender Opposites in 2012.
He is releasing a new record with TOPS in the spring of 2020 and has taken the post of producer on a number of
projects, most recently Deborah by Sorry Girls that was released by Arbutus Records in October 2019.

Together David and Amery make music under the name Born At Midnite and are releasing an EP with Arbutus
Records in 2020.



Teresa Connors- Reflections on HOLD FAST 2019

"As a creative practitioner, I work at the intersection of creative code, sonics and visual,
with the aim to build public engagement artworks.
This past summer, I was fortunate to work at the Eastern Edge Gallery as one of the 2019
Summer Artist-in-Residency.  The importance of the residency for the development of my
practice is two-fold.  First, the residency provided a substantial sized workspace to mount a
permanent HDMI projector with a white wall to develop and test new creative coding
techniques.  This enabled a smooth work flow in my practice from which to experiment and
construct several new audiovisual installations.

Secondly, being embedded in a community of artists, who all strive for excellence in their
respective practice, provided a lively, supportive and fun environment in which to work.  As
Newfoundlands only artist-run center, the Eastern Edge Gallery is a beacon for

contemporary arts in the region, with their substantial year-round activities.  Surrounding one's artistic efforts in such an
active hub of contemporary arts has an uplifting effect on the creative process. To this effect, the new audiovisual
installation From the Edge, which I developed during the residency, had a successful presentation at the Emera
Innovation Exchange at the 2019 Eastern Edge Hold Fast Festival. The organizational team for the arts festival provided
considerable knowledge and support to coordinate a unique contemporary art experience for visitors to St. John's,
Newfoundland.” - Teresa Connors

Teresa Connors: As a creative practitioner, Teresa Connors has traversed many fields of artistic practice in the
fine arts; creative technology and coding; installation, interactive and sonic arts; acoustic/electroacoustic
composition, film scoring and performance. Her current practice-based research explores nonlinear audiovisual
installations in a process termed as Ecological Performativity. These works explore the relationships of
environment, material, and process, and are derived from an intensive data-gathering procedure and immersion
within the respective environments.

Craig Francis Power- Reflections on HOLD FAST 2019

My Hold Fast residency through Eastern Edge gallery was a life-changing experience.
I had assumed having a studio space at Eastern Edge for the duration of my
residency would be the most valuable aspect of my time there, but I was soon
disabused of that notion. Being involved with the community of artists, writers,
administrators, and the general public through my residency opened my eyes to how
vital a role Eastern Edge plays in the cultural and artistic life of our city and province
and exposed me to the diversity and vibrancy of artistic practice locally and
nationally. The work I produced at the studio is merely a fragment of how vital this
residency proved to be in my development artistically, and in the fostering of an
artistic community that will last far longer than the official start and end dates.
Because of my residency, I was able to form a collaborative and ongoing artistic
collective, network with artists, writers and curators within the province and
throughout the country, and to deepen my own, and the public’s understanding of
contemporary art practice.

Craig Francis Power is an artist and writer from St. John’s. His work has shown at galleries throughout Canada as
well as the US and PRC. He is the author of three novels, with a fourth on the way, and has written extensively
about contemporary art for journals in Canada and the United States.



Ethan Murphy- Reflections on HOLD FAST 2019

I have been moving back and forth between St. John’s and Toronto for the past five years,
continuously uprooting myself, oscillating between the two places. I am about to leave
Newfoundland once more, perhaps for the last time while feeling that I don’t live here.
When you know you have to leave a place there is a fleeting feeling that attaches to it and
it is difficult to know how invested you are when you know up front that you have  to leave
again.
As I was studying photography in Toronto I was constantly looking back towards
Newfoundland as a crucial subject in my work. I was asked what was important to me,
what I wanted to photograph, what would  define my practice ? I wanted to begin with
something I held dear and was familiar with. I had difficulty finding  that in Toronto and it
was important to me to reconsider my relationship with Newfoundland and Labrador
since I resented it so much as a young person. I longed to participate within the art

community of my hometown St. John’s while in Toronto and would come back during the Summer to photograph. The first
Summer while studying I stayed in the busy city, I wanted to give it a chance and looking back now I feel that I was fairly
disoriented. It was the early stages of trying to ground myself but I was looking in the wrong place. I rolled into the
following school year, obeying my routine and for the next two summers I came back to Newfoundland to photograph, to
be a part of various communities and to simply exist there. All this to say that it is extremely important to me to
participate and contribute to the art conversation in Newfoundland and Labrador.

HOLD FAST 2019 was incredibly supportive and allowed me to connect with more artists and practitioners from the local
community. There was a wide range of art practices from artists who approach the concept of art making uniquely. It is
beautiful to see so much variety and understand that there is no concrete way to be an artist or make art. I had the
opportunity to install a six by six foot photograph in Solomon’s Lane, a public laneway that connects Duckworth and
Water street. This image will stay in the alleyway indefinitely and creates an opportunity for art to be encountered in
public space at any time. I want to continue to give back to the place that helped shape my perspective today and eastern
edge has made me feel at home. I am looking forward to the upcoming HOLD FAST festivals, events at Eastern Edge, and
to continue to be a part of the art conversation in Newfoundland and Labrador.  Ethan Murphy

Ethan Murphy is a photographer born and raised in St. John’s, Newfoundland. He holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in
Photography Studies from Ryerson University. His work links identity and place by reflecting on the psychological
impact of Newfoundland’s rural environment. Murphy’s work is concerned with a fluctuating perspective
acquired from leaving and returning to the island that enables him to renegotiate his connection to its remote
areas. Using photography as a mediator, Murphy reconciles his relationship with identity and loss while examining
the Newfoundland landscape post cod moratorium. His photographs function as personal documents that
combine urban influence with a rural perspective. Murphy has exhibited internationally, was awarded the New
Generation Photography award in 2019 and will be showing at the National Gallery of Canada this year.


