
Exhibition Submission Opportunity 2020 

“Grounded in Memory” 

Intent to Enter Deadline: June 1, 2019 

Exhibition Date: August 21 - September 25, 2020


“Grounded in Memory” will be a collaborative exhibition with a curatorial 
theme of local plants and their connection to memory. Works by members of 
both the Craft Council of Newfoundland and Labrador, curated by Susan 
Furneaux, and the Botanical Art Society of Newfoundland and Labrador, curated 
by Margaret Walsh Best, will be chosen for exhibition in concurrent exhibitions 
of art and craft at two St. John’s, NL locations: MUN Botanical Garden and 
Craft Council NL Gallery. Please read below and contact Susan Furneaux(Craft) 
susanfurneaux@gmail.com or Margaret Walsh Best (Botanical Art) 
walshbest@gmail.com for more information for submission.  

    Grounded in Memory Botanical Art Submission Information 

   Botanical Art has a history that spans thousands of years from the earliest civiliza-
tions where plant images, long before the introduction of paper, became decora-
tions for pottery, residences and tombs. In early cultures, before botanical nomen-
clature was formalized, botanical illustrations were used for identification of plants 
related to medicine and trade. During the Age of Exploration, voyages to a new 
world included botanists and botanical artists. Documentation of plants that could 
sustain a civilization was vital. Careful detail and a skillful mastery of the plant was 
then, and is now, at the core of botanical art. Contemporary botanical art, while 
adhering to the traditional botanical art processes and using fine art media, can 
surpass accurately executed representation of plants by stretching the boundaries 
of  illustration to communicate to the viewer with visual appeal and artistry.  

    Grounded in Memory will explore local plants - indigenous, introduced, wild or gar-
den - special to the contributing artists. It will allow the artist and the audience to 
reflect on memories, pleasing or unsettling, created by or evoked by plants. Plants, 
with their sensational colours, textures, scents, and affinity to a landscape or 
event, have the power to conjure up memories. Plants and memories go hand-in-
hand to create a full sensory image. 

    Please contact Margaret Walsh Best walshbest@gmail.com for more information on 
botanical art submissions. 
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    Grounded in Memory Craft Submission Information 

   All traditional craft techniques have some grounding in the botanical world. Wood 
and textile are created from and coloured with botanicals, both are also tradition-
ally adorned with carved or printed vines and floral motifs. Achievement in techni-
cal skill and specialized tools was driven by the desire to create more lifelike rep-
resentation enabling the permanent capture of a flower at the height of summer. 
The Arabesque iron work and stone work carvings dating from the 8th century fur-
ther fuelled the desire for adornment with botanical motifs. Floral imagery fills the 
wood, ceramic, textile, metal and glass work of the renaissance, baroque, arts and 
crafts, and art nouveau period. Today’s craft artists continue the tradition in the 
contemporary decorative arts movement.  

    Grounded in Memory will discuss the personal connection as relates to memory 
with indigenous and garden plants of Newfoundland and Labrador. Memories will be 
personal to the maker as will be their interpretation of the remembrance through 
botanical imagery, materials and/or colorants. As with life, all memories may not 
be pleasant. Artists will be chosen based on their current studio practice as it re-
lates to botanical imagery, the decorative arts and/or use of botanicals as materi-
als or colourants.   

    Please contact susanfurneaux@gmail.com for more information. 

Information required for each Letter of Intent Submission  

Intent to Enter Deadline: June 1, 2019 

1. 250-word statement that includes: 

• How work relates to Grounded in Memory 

• Technique and material 

• Finished size(s)  

2. Current CV, bio, and artist statement 

3. Three images of your work that relate to the work you would like to submit for 
Grounded in Memory
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